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Abstract Alaskan caribou (Rangifer tarandus granti) are a valued game species and a key grazer in Alaska’s terrestrial ecosystem. Caribou
herds, defined by female fidelity to calving grounds, are management units. However, the extent to which herds constitute genetic
populations is unknown. Historical fluctuations in herd size, range, and distribution suggest periods of contact and isolation between herds.
Likewise, historical contact between caribou and introduced domestic reindeer (R.t. tarandus) created opportunities for hybridization, but
its extent is not known. I conducted an interdiscip

