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Abstract
This Handbook is the first attempt to systematically examine, empirically and analytically,
the contours of the third sector policy process in the European Union (EU). While
scholarship on the social, economic and political contributions of organisations existing
between the market and the state has proliferated in recent years, no sustained attention
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has previously been paid to how such organisations are collectively treated by, and
respond to, public policy. The expert contributors examine the policy environment for, and
evolving policy treatment of, the third sector in Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Sweden, The Netherlands and the United Kingdom from
a comparative perspective. They also look at how the third sector relates to multi-level European policy processes, including the Open Method of Coordination, the Community Method, nationally-led 'partnership' approaches within an overall EU framework and the United Nations International Year of
Volunteering; an initiative implemented in the EU but originating externally. Providing a rich and compelling examination of a crucially important aspect of
policymaking, this unique Handbook will fill a major gap in the knowledge of both general policy analysts and specialists in third sector studies.
Researchers and students in the overlapping fields of organised civil society, voluntary and third sector studies and the non-profit sector will also warmly
welcome this important book.
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Bringing Society Back In: Civil Society, Social Capital, and Third Sector. Annette Zimmer/ Matthias Freise Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster
Nachwuchsgruppe „Europäische Zivilgesellschaft Und Multilevel Governance“. Prinzipalmarkt 38 48143 Münster. Tel. At least three predominantly society-centered
approaches have gained momentum during the last decades: civil society, social capital, and third sector. None of these concepts constitutes a “grand theory” but
each claims to be helpful in the sense of a so-called middle-range theory that specifically draws attention to the innovative capacity of civic engagement and societal
activity. 124 working with CIVIL society in foreign aid. NGOs AND CSOs: A NOTE ON TERMINOLOGY. 7. Civic organizations as facilitated to carry out public policy
activities such as education, research, advocacy and the publication of position papers. 8. Laws, regulations and policies as providing for mechanisms and processes
that allow for less bureaucratized, consistent, transparent and more efficient access to public funds, with accountability on the part of both government and CSOs. 9.
Laws, regulations and policies as facilitating civic organizations to engage in any legitimate fundraising activity, with voluntary self-regulatory mechanisms for
accountability, but public disclosure of Handbook on Third Sector Policy in Europe: Multi-level Processes and Organized Civil Society, Edward Elgar, Cheltenham.
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