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This paper develops a twelve-step process for interdisciplinary research. While individual researchers cannot be expected to
follow all of these steps in every research project, the process alerts them to the dangers of omitting steps. Moreover,
communities of interdisciplinary researchers should ensure that all steps are followed. The process draws upon earlier efforts by
William (Bill) Newell and Julie Thompson Klein. It also draws inductively upon the debate concerning Newell’s theory of
interdisciplinarity in the last issue of this journal; all of the concerns raised during that debate find a place in this process. Finally,
the paper illustrates how several classifications developed by the author facilitate interdisciplinary research.
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In its first year (May 2004-April 2005) it investigated the structural, fiscal, cultural and other barriers that exist in the various European
countries which hamper interdisciplinary teaching and research.3 The focus of the second year of this project (May 2005-April 2006) was
the question of how interdisciplinarity figures, and is operationalized, in interdisciplinary research programmes involving the Humanities
and the. The debates about disciplinarity, its merits and demerits, have been partly railroaded ‘Interdisciplinarity’ can be described in two
ways: one, as a process where elements from different disciplines are integrated, in a
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