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In my interdisciplinary analysis of foodways which combines Gender Studies with Holocaust Studies, I aim to
demonstrate the cultural and gendered significance of the wartime sharing of recipes among starving women
prisoners in concentration camps. This study will further discuss the continuing importance of food talk and food
writing in the aftermath of the Holocaust, with an emphasis on the memory work of Hungarian survivors and their
descendants. Fantasy cooking and recipe creation, or “cooking with the mouth,” as it was called in many camps,
was a way for many inmates to maintain their identities and connections to their ethnic and family history, a survival
technique that may have influenced the depiction of food memories and their continuing role in the postwar memoir
writing of survivor women. I will also examine the continued use of food talk as a genealogy of intergenerational
remembrance and transmission in the post-memory writing of second-generation and even third-generation
daughters and (very occasionally) sons of Hungarian origin. Studying multigenerational Holocaust alimentary writing
has become particularly urgent today because we are approaching a biological and cultural caesura, at which
juncture direct survivors will disappear and we will need new forms of transmission to reshape Holocaust memories
for the future.
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melting pot, but three, and that the three major religious faiths provide enduring ethnic identities that persist along generations. Herberg’s
account extended the interpretation of Oscar Handlin. (1973) Although the story of the highly religious Puritans as the first English settlers
is part of American nostalgia, most of the new settlers, even in New England, were not affiliated with any church (Finke and Stark,
1992:Ch. 2). Well into the eighteenth century, colonial America remained a frontier society that was shaped by the character of migrants
who.

